Keywords: tricarbonitrile, malononitrile, piperonal 2-(1,3-benzodioxol-5-yl)ethylene-1,1,2-tricarbonitrile (2), was prepared from (1,3-benzodioxol-5-ylmethylene)malononitrile (1) and sodium cyanide, followed by oxidation using bromine [1, 2] . A solution of 1 (1.0 g, 5.0 mmol) in DMF (25 mL) was cooled to 5 o C followed by dropwise addition of sodium cyanide (0.25g, 5.0 mmol) in water (10 mL). When the addition was completed, the reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 3 hrs. Bromine (5 mL) was added and the stirring was continued for further two hours.
